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From Booklist
This articulate primer in Pauline theology, read against a background of Jewish apocalypticism, divides time
into two periods, "this age" and "the age to come." The key to Paul's theology, Pate argues, lies in the
overlapping of those two ages initiated by the coming of Christ. Pate joins a venerable tradition in
articulating a tension between the "already" and the "not yet" as characteristic of Paul. He begins with a
concise history of Pauline interpretation, highlighting differences among major schools that have emerged
since the mid-nineteenth century. Because he is so forthcoming about his own position, readers will find that
the history provokes critical reflection even where Pate applies it polemically. Among the crucial questions
highlighted are the relative importance of Hellenistic and Jewish influences in the development of Paul's
thought, the relationship between "theological" and "social scientific" methods of biblical interpretation, and
the scope of the Pauline corpus. The clarity with which Pate poses the questions and articulates his argument
will make this a useful work for general readers as well as scholars. Steve Schroeder

From the Back Cover
The Christian, according to the apostle Paul, lives between two times. The end is already present with
Christ's death and resurrection, but the end is yet to come with his second appearing. Following the seminal
work of Oscar Cullmann, Marvin Pate argues that this 'already/not yet' eschatological tension lies at the heart
of all writings of the apostle Paul and is, in fact, the key to understanding them. Pate traces the concept of
'already/not yet' back to its Jewish roots and shows with exceptional clarity how Paul's teachings on God,
Christ, human beings, salvation, the Holy Spirit, the church society, and the last things can be successfully
placed within this 'already/not yet' framework. In his analysis, Pate exegetes numerous key passages in the
Pauline letters.

About the Author
C. Marvin Pate (MA, Wheaton; PhD, Marquette University) taught for thirteen years at Moody Bible
Institute. Now he is chair of the department of Christian theology and professor of theology at Ouachita
Baptist University. Pate has authored, co-authored, or edited twenty books. SPANISH BIO: C. Marvin Pate,
profesor del Nuevo Testamento en Ouachita Baptista Universidad. El ha escrito y co-escrito numerosos
libros. El y su esposa Sherry viven serca de Arkadelphia, Arkansas. Ellos tienen una hija.
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Most helpful customer reviews

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful.
Thorough, Foundational to Progressive Dispensationalism
By Edward J. Vasicek
C. Marvin Pate is a top-notch theologian who writes with a clear and understandable style. Pate argues the
Apostle Paul believed that, beginning with the death, burial, resurrection, and ascension of Christ (aka "The
Christ Event"), the Messianic Age was initiated (in one sense). In another sense, aspects of this Age are yet
future (in a literal millennium).

According to Pate, Paul held that we (those of us who make up the Body of Christ from Pentecost forward)
are in the intersection between two ages; the future Kingdom blessings are breaking forth and being realized
by believers right now (and for all Christians since the Christ Event). We are under the New Covenant,
Satan's kingdom is being assaulted, and we are in the Age of the Spirit.

Pate then examines Paul's theology as a whole, carefully presenting the flow of Paul's thoughts as evidenced
in his writings. In each major theological area, according to Pate, Paul evidences that certain aspects of the
Kingdom Age are being experienced "now," while others,"not yet."

Pate is a scholar who evidences his fluency in the literature of Second Temple Judaism. He is at home in the
Talmud, the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Apocrypha, etc.

After the first few chapters, however, Pate's point is well made.
He demonstrates how this viewpoint affects all of Paul's theology -- something Pate no doubt felt constrained
to do to be thorough. It does become a bit tedious at times because of this, yet I think Pate made the right
choice. After the first few chapters -- in my case -- he was preaching to the choir.

Nonetheless, Pate does an excellent job explaining that the "church age" is indeed a fulfillment of Old
Testament promises, but the "age to come" (i.e., millennium) will see a more literal and fuller fulfillment.
Good stuff. And, in my view, quite convincing. The "now but not yet" paradigm and Paul seem a perfect
match.

This is an important book in the hermeneutical dialogue between traditional dispensationalists, progressive
dispensationalists (like Pate and this reviewer), and replacement theologians.

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
The overall history and philosophy was excellent. I found it very readable
By Donald Swenson
The overall history and philosophy was excellent. I found it very readable. I read the entire book in merely
one week. D
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